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and stores game transaction information, including records of printed vouchers and 
pay-out amounts. To cash-out a voucher, the voucher information is entered into a 
wireless, portable computer device, and relayed to a remote wireless interface 
connected to the centralized computer. A verification program verifies that the 
voucher is valid and not paid out. It then updates the voucher record to indicate that 
the voucher has been paid and transmits the pay-out amount to the wireless, 
portable computer device, where it is displayed. If a voucher is not valid or already 
paid out, a denial message is transmitted to the wireless, portable computer device. 
The system may include a primary network and a secondary network with 
redundant, cross-referenced voucher databases. » 



IN THE CLAIMS 

Please replace pending claims 1-4^9, 13^4, 16-17, 19, 21-22 with the 
following amended claims: 

1. \ (Amended) A method for validating gaming vouchers dispensed from 
Cj*^ an electronic^gaming machine, comprising the steps of: 

receiving voucher identification information at a wireless, portable computer 

\ 

device, said voucher identification information corresponding to a pay-out voucher 



f\ dispensed from an electronic gaming machine; 

transmitting, over a wireless connection, a voucher validation request from 
(X the wireless, portable computer device to a remote wireless interface, said remote 

wireless interface connected to a central network computer; 

conveying the voucher validation request from the remote wireless interface 
to the central network compute^ 

retrieving a voucher record in a voucher database based upon said voucher 
identification information; \ 

confirming, based on payment information in said voucher record, that the 
corresponding pay-out voucher has nofyet been paid; 

updating said voucher record to indicate that the pay-out voucher has been 

paid; 



571972 



-2- 



PATENT 
156925-0003 

transmitting, via said remote wireless interface, a voucher pay-out approval 
from said cental network computer to a said wireless, portable computer device if 
said voucher reqord was found and not yet paid, or else a voucher pay-out 
disapproval if eithe^said voucher record was not found or else the pay-out voucher 
was already paid; and\ 

displaying an indication of said voucher pay-out approval or voucher pay-out 
disapproval on-screen at said wireless, portable computer device. 

\ 

2. (Amended) The method of claim 1 , further comprising the steps of: 
reading a pay-out amount from said voucher record; 

transmitting, along with said voucher pay-out approval indication, said pay- 
out amount from the central network asmriputer to said wireless^ portable computer 
2j device via said remote interface; and \ 
^ displaying said pay-out amount at saifl wireless, portable computer device. 

3. (Am^nded^The method of claim 1 , further comprising the steps of: 
automaticall^ansmitting from an electronic gaming machine, when the pay- 
out voucher is initi^allyNj^^nsed, said voucher identification information and the 
pay-out amount to said central network computer through an on-line gaming system 
connection; and \ \. 

creating and storsag^ vouclqer record in said voucher database in response 
to said voucher identification informatibn. 

4. (Amended) The method of claim 3, wherein said voucher 
identification information comprises a machine identifier and a time stamp indicating 
a time at which the pay-out voucher was initially dispensed. 

A/1 

x^v> I 6. \ (Amended) A system for validating gaming pay-out vouchers 

0 ^ dispensed from an electronic gaming machine, the system comprising: 

^ a wireless, portable computer device, said wireless, portable computer 

device comprising^ display, a data input interface, and a radio transceiver; 
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a temote wireless interface capable of communicating with said radio 
transceivers 

a central computer connected to said remote wireless interface, said central 
computer programmed with a voucher verification program; and 

a voucherdatabase connected to said central computer; 

wherein sai'd^ voucher verification program receives voucher validation 
requests electronicalfy^rom said wireless, portable computer device via said remote 
wireless interface, confirms the existence of a corresponding voucher record in said 
voucher database, confirms by checking the voucher record that the pay-out 
voucher has not yet been psnd, updates the voucher record, if unpaid, to reflect that 
the pay-out voucher has be^n paid, and sends, via said wireless interface, a 
voucher pay-out approval indication to said wireless, portable computer device if the 
pay-out voucher was not yet paid\)r else a voucher pay-out disapproval indication 
to said wireless, portable computer device; and 

wherein said wireless, portable computer device receives voucher validation 
request information relating to pay-out vouchers through its data input interface, 
transmits voucher validation requests to s^id central computer via its radio 
transceiver, and displays voucher pay-out approval and disapproval indications on 
its display in response to receiving them from said central computer. 



7. (Amended) The system of claim 6, wherein said voucher verification 
program reads a pay-out amount from said voucher record, if unpaid, and sends, 
via said wireless interface, said pay-out amount to said portable computer device 
along with said voucher pay-out approval indication; and 

wherein said wireless, portable computer device displays said pay-out 
amount on its display. 

V v 8. (Attended) The system of claim 6, further comprising a gaming 
machine interface connected between said central computer and one or more 



electronic gaming machine^, wherein an electronic gaming machine transmits 
voucher identification informatioruand pay-out amount to said central computer via 
said gaming machine interface eaclHjme a pay-out voucher is dispensed from the 
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electronic gaming machinV and wherein said central computer creates and stores a 
voucher record in said vou\her database in response to said voucher identification 
information. 

9. (Amended) The system of claim 8, wherein said voucher identification 
information comprises a machine identifier and a time stamp indicating a time at 
which the pay-out voucher was initially dispensed. 



1\ (Amended) A method for on-line or off-line validation of gaming pay- 
put voucnfers dispensed from an electronic gaming machine, said method 
comprising tn^steps of: 

receiving^voucher identification information at a wireless, portable computer 
device, said voucher identification information corresponding to a pay-out voucher 



dispensed from ai\^lectronic gaming machine; 

transmitting, over a wireless connection, a voucher validation request from 
the wireless, portableN^omputer device to a remote wireless interface, said remote 
wireless interface connected to a central network computer; 

conveying the voucher validation request from the remote wireless interface 
to the central network computer; 

attempting to retrieveya voucher record in a voucher database based upon 
said voucher identification information; 

confirming, if said voucher record was retrieved, that the corresponding pay- 
out voucher has not yet been paid based on payment information in said voucher 
record, and transmitting, via said remote wireless interface, a voucher pay-out 
approval from said central network computer to a said wireless, portable computer 
device if the pay-out voucher wasy not yet paid, or else a voucher pay-out 
disapproval if the pay-out voucher was already paid; 

displaying, if said voucher record was retrieved, an indication of said voucher 
pay-out approval or voucher pay-out Disapproval on-screen at said wireless, 
portable computer device; \ 
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transmitting, if said voucher record could not be retrieved, a voucher record 
unavailable indication from said central network computer, via said remote wireless 
interface, to said wireless, portable computer device; 

receiving said voucher record unavailable indication at said wireless, portable 
computer device and^, in response thereto, displaying an off-line error message; 

receiving a voucher amount at said wireless, remote computer device after 
displaying said off-lineverror message; 

transmitting saidVoucher amount and said voucher identification information, 
via said wireless interfaoe, to said central network computer from said wireless, 
portable computer device; and 

preparing a voucher database reconciliation record at said central network 
computer for updating said voucher database at a subsequent time to reflect that 
the pay-out voucher has been paid. 



14. (Amended) The method of claim13, further comprising the step of, in 
connection with transmitting said voucher pay-out approval to said wireless, 
portable computer device, updating said voucher record to indicate that the pay-out 
voucher has been paid, 

1 6. (Amended) The method of claim 1 3, further comprising the steps of: 
transmitting from an electronic gaming machine, when the pay-out voucher is 

initially dispensed, said voucher identification information and the pay-out amount to 

said central network computer; and 

creating and storing a voucher record in said voucher database in response 

to said voucher identification information. 



17. (Amended) The method of claim 16, wherein said voucher 
identification information comprises a machine identifier and a time stamp indicating 
a time at which the pay-out voucher was initially dispensed. 
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0 



\19. (Amended) A system for validating gaming pay-out vouchers 
dispensed from an electronic gaming machine, the system comprising: 

a\plurality of wireless, portable computer devices, each of said wireless, 
portable computer devices comprising a display, a data input interface, and a radio 
transceiver; 

a remdte wireless interface capable of communicating with the radio 
transceivers of\said wireless, portable computer devices and distinguishing 
transmissions therefrom; 

a central computer connected to said remote wireless interface, said central 
computer programmed with a voucher verification program; and 

a voucher database connected to said central computer; 

wherein said voucher verification program receives voucher validation 
requests electronically from said wireless, portable computer devices via said 
remote wireless interface^confirms the existence of a corresponding voucher record 

in said voucher database for each received voucher validation request, confirms 

w 

from the voucher database that the pay-out voucher has not yet been paid, updates 

\ 

the voucher record, if unpaid, to reflect that the pay-out voucher has been paid, and 
sends, via said wireless interface, a voucher pay-out approval indication to the 
wireless, portable computer device^originally sending the voucher validation request 
if the pay-out voucher was not ye\paid, or else a voucher pay-out disapproval 
indication; and 

wherein each wireless, portableXcomputer device transmitting a voucher 
validation request receives the voucher validation request information relating to 
pay-out vouchers through its data input interface, transmits voucher validation 
requests to said central computer via its radio transceiver, and displays voucher 
pay-out approval and disapproval indications oy its display in response to receiving 
them from said central computer. 



/\ 21 ■ (Amended) The system of claim 19, further comprising a gaming 

( machine interface connected between said central computer and one or more 
Ci electronic gaming ^machines, wherein an electronic gaming machine transmits 
voucher identificatiomJnformation and pay-out amount to said central computer via 
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said gaming machine interface each time a pay-out voucher is dispensed from the 
electronic gkming machine, and wherein said central computer creates and stores a 
voucher record in said v vgucher database in response to said voucher identification 
information A 



22. (Amended) TheNsystem of claim 21, wherein said voucher 
identification information comprises ^machine identifier and a time stamp indicating 
a time at which the pay-out voucher wafe initially dispensed. 



Please add the following new claims: 



(New) A system for validating pay-out vouchers dispensed from 



electronic gaming machines, the system comprising: 
a central computer; 

a pay-ou^voucher database accessible to said central computer, storing pay- 
out voucher information from a plurality of electronic gaming machines; 

a plurality ofv^vireless computer devices adapted for manual transport, each 
of said wireless computer devices comprising a display, a data input interface, and 
a wireless transceiver; and 

a wireless interface communicatively coupled to said central computer, 
capable of communicating \ith the wireless transceivers of said wireless computer 
devices; 

wherein said central cdmputer receives validation requests electronically 
from said wireless computer devices via said wireless interface, confirms by 
checking the pay-out voucher database that a given pay-out voucher has not yet 
been paid, and sends to the wireless computer device that sent the voucher 
validation request, via said wireless interface, either a voucher pay-out approval 
indication or else a voucher pay-out disapproval indication depending upon whether 
the pay-out voucher was previously paid; andy 

wherein each of said wireless computerdevices is configured to receive pay- 
out voucher identification information through its data input interface, to transmit 
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< 



voucher validations requests to said central computer via its wireless transceiver in 
response to receivinq the pay-out voucher identification information through its data 
input interface, and totjisplay voucher pay-out approval and disapproval indications 
from the central computeNgn its display. 

25. (New) The system of claim 24, wherein said central computer 
updates the pay-out voucher database when sending a pay-out approval indication 
to reflect that the pay-out voucher has been paid. 

26. (New) The system of claim 24, wherein said central computer and 
electronic gaming machines are connected in an on-line gaming system 
configuration, the system further comprising a gaming machine interface via which 
the electronic gaming machines convey voucher identification information and 
voucher pay-out amounts to the pay-out voucher database when pay-out vouchers 
are dispensed from the electronic gaming machines. 

^) ( ^\ (N ew ) A system for facilitating real-time validation of pay-out 
^ vouchers disjb^nsed from electronic gaming machines so as to assist gaming floor 
personnel, the system comprising: 
a central computer; 

a gaming machine interface via which a plurality cf electronic gaming 
machines convey voucher^dentification information and voucher pay-out amounts 
when pay-out vouchers are dispensed from the electronic gaming machines; 

a voucher database accessible to said central computer for storing the 
voucher identification information and voucher pay-out amounts from the electronic 
gaming machines; \ 

a wireless interface communicativelyxoupled to said central computer; and 
a plurality of wireless computer devices adapted for manual transport, each 
of said wireless computer devices comprising >v 

a data input interface configured to receive manually or semi- 
manually entered pay-out voucher idemi^cation information based 
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u|^n information present on the pay-out vouchers dispensed from the 
electronic gaming machines; 

ra wireless transceiver configured to communicate with said 
central computer via said wireless interface and transmit voucher 
validation requests thereby, and to receive validation responses from 
the central computer, and 

a display configured to display information pertaining to the 
validation responses\eceived from the central computer. 



28. (New) The system oKclaim 27, wherein said central computer 
receives the validation requests electronically from said wireless computer devices 
via said wireless interface, confirms by checking the voucher database that a given 
pay-out voucher has not yet been paid, and\sends to the wireless computer device 
that sent the voucher validation request, via safd wireless interface, either a voucher 
pay-out approval indication or else a vouc±iek pay-out disapproval indication 
depending upon whether the voucher was previouslA>aid. 

29. (New) The system of 27, wherein said pay-out voucher identification 
information is entered via said data input interface through a keyboard, keypad, 
mouse, or stylus. 

30. (New) The system of 27, wherein said pay-out voucher identification 

information is entered via said data input interface through an optical scanner. 
0* 



31. \(New) A method for validating gaming pay-out vouchers dispensed 
from an electrode gaming machine, comprising the steps of: 

receiving atya central network computer, from an electronic gaming machine, 
voucher pay-out transaction information including a voucher identifier and a pay-out 
amount corresponding a pay-out voucher dispensed from the electronic gaming 
machine; 

creating and storing a Voucher record in a voucher database in response to 
said voucher pay-out transaction iWormation; 
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^ceiving by manual or semi-manual input said voucher identifier at a 
wireless, portable computer device; 

transmitting, over a wireless connection, a voucher validation request from 
the wireless, portable computer device to a remote wireless interface, said remote 

wireless interface connected to the central network computer; 

\ 

conveying the voucher validation request from the remote wireless interface 
to the central network computer; 

retrieving a voucher record in a voucher database in response to said 
voucher validation request; 

confirming from thesyoucher record that the corresponding pay-out voucher 
has not yet been paid; 

updating said voucher record to indicate that the pay-out voucher has been 

paid; 

transmitting, via said remot^swireless interface, a voucher pay-out approval 
from the central network computer toVa said wireless, portable computer device if 
said voucher record was found and not yet paid, or else a voucher pay-out 
disapproval if either said voucher record w^s not found or if the pay-out voucher 
was already paid; and 

displaying an indication of said voucher p^v-out approval or voucher pay-out 
disapproval at said wireless, portable computer device. 

32. (New) The method of claim 31 , further comprising the steps of: 
reading a pay-out amount from said voucher record; 

transmitting, along with said voucher pay-out approval indication, said pay- 
out amount from the central network computer to said wireless, portable computer 
device via said remote wireless interface; and 

displaying said pay-out amount at said wireless, portable computer device. 
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